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Homework is a very emotive subject on which everyone connected to schools has an opinion. Some 
parents (and teachers) feel that homework should be set regularly while others feel equally passionately 
that it should not. There is an accepted feeling that ‘you’ll never please everyone.’  
 
The case for… 

 Homework can be an effective way to reinforce learning undertaken in school. 
 It can be an opportunity to develop children’s self-discipline, responsibility and time 

management. 
 It can extend the message that learning isn’t something that just happens in school – rather it is a 

life-long skill which takes place everywhere and at any time. 
 It prepares children for the rigours of homework at their secondary school. 
 Learning in a different way, with a different person’s support can aid understanding. 
 Can give parents a useful insight into their child’s learning  

 
 
The case against… 

o Can cause anxiety for children who do not understand. 
o Can potentially have detrimental effect on children’s attitude to learning & self-esteem. 
o Children are entitled to a work-life balance. “Isn’t 6 hours of learning a day enough?” 
o Some children, often those who would benefit most regularly fail to complete homework as 

required. 
o It is often completed by the child’s parent. 
o Parents feel unable to assist and may feel like they are the one being tested. 
o Parents worry that they are teaching their child to do it ‘the wrong way.’  
o Additional teacher workload in formal marking and assessing. 
o Children often have clubs or activities and commitments that make it hard for them to ‘fit in’ 

home work. 
 
 
Home Learning 

 Shifted emphasis on ’Home Learning’ rather than homework. 
 Shifted emphasis from formal written task to practical, ‘applying’ activities. 
 Set through weekly ‘Learning Blog’ which gives practical suggestions to reinforce (at home) 

learning undertaken in school during the week. 
 On-line support e.g.  My Maths, Ruth Miskin Literacy website.  – focus on where to go to learn 

and how to get better at learning. 
 We rely on effective two way communication links between home and school with parents taking 

responsibility for accessing the Learning Blogs if they wish to support their child’s learning at 
home.  

 
 
 
 
 



Supporting Children at Home - Guidance for Parents 
 
RECEPTION 
 

 Ten minutes spent reading with an adult or older brother or sister is ideal. It is important that the 
experience is enjoyable at this early stage and not a chore. 

 Letter sounds for the children to practise are an important key skill. 

 Work through Home Learning Blog each weekend and try to make the week’s learning relevant to 
home / real world. 

 
YEAR 1 
 

 Daily paired reading - reading aloud to a parent/adult for 10 minutes daily. 

 Letter sounds for the children to practise are an important key skill. 

 Work through Home Learning Blog each weekend and try to make the week’s learning relevant to 
home / real world. 

 
YEAR 2 
 

 Daily paired reading - reading aloud to a parent/adult for 10 minutes daily.  

 Children may be asked to complete activities related to a topic they are studying at school. 

 Children will be expected to begin to learn the 2x, 5X  and 10x tables by heart. 

 Work through Home Learning Blog each weekend and try to make the week’s learning relevant to 
home / real world. 

 Children will be expected to practice and learn spellings lists in preparation for weekly spelling 
tests  

 
YEARS 3 AND 4 
 

 Reading regularly with an adult and discussing key aspects of the text (please see attached 
guidance). 

 Children are asked to learn multiplication tables to enable them to have rapid recall of table facts, 
based on the individual needs of the child. These are tested regularly. 

 Children are asked to regularly practise their number bonds to support their mental maths 
activities. 

 Children may be asked to complete activities related to a topic they are studying at school. 

 Work through Home Learning Blog each weekend and try to make the week’s learning relevant to 
home / real world. 

 Children will be expected to practice and learn spellings lists in preparation for weekly spelling 
tests  
 

YEARS 5 AND 6 
 

 Encourage children to use search engines for links to relevant website for learning covered in 
school. 

 Reading regularly with an adult and discussing key aspects of the text (please see attached 
guidance). 

 Children are asked to learn multiplication tables to enable them to have rapid recall of table facts, 
based on the individual needs of the child. These are tested regularly. 

 Work through Home Learning Blog each weekend and try to make the week’s learning relevant to 
home / real world. 



 Children will be expected to practice and learn spellings lists in preparation for weekly spelling 
tests  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix  
 
Guidance and support for reading at home  
 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


